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CHALRMAN OF THE BOARD 


The Louis A. Warren Lincoln Library & Museum Hed 
1300 South Clinton Street Bas: 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46801 


Attention Mrs. Hubler 
Dear Mrs. Hubler: 


This confirms our telephone conversation of Monday, May 
15th, in which I described a number of items referring 
to the appointment of Peter Page as the Collector of In- 
ternal Revenue, First District, Cook County, Illinois, 
in Chicago 1863. 


Enclosed are a set of Xeroxes which the Museum may keep 
which include copies and some originals of correspondence 
in favor of Peter Page's appointment. 


My question is whether the signature "Abraham Lincoln" 
on the appointment document is in reality his, or 
someone else's idea of his. Also included is a Xerox 
of the roi] o° the National Republican Convention, 
Chicago, May 16, 1860. 


Originals of these documents can be furnished for exami- 
nation if desired. 


Sincerely yours, 


J. David Baker 
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May 23, 1978 


Mr. J. David Baker 

Hugh J. Baker and Company 
P. O. Box $92 
Indicnapolis, IN $6206 


Dear Mr. Baker: 


The signature on the document dated October 5, 1863 relating the 
appointment of Peter Page as Assessor of Taxes for the First Collection 
District of the State of Illinois is that of Abraham Lincoln. 


To tell whether Lincoln's signature is a printed or an autographed 
signature on this dr »uwment, ‘you can fo doubt tell better than anyone else 
by examining the original document. Xerox copies are not used to authenticate 
signatures or writings as it is impossible to tell whether the signature or 
writing is printed or handwritten because on a Xprox copy all writings appear 
as printed regardless of whether the writing on the original document is printed 
or signed. 


I did notice that there does appear to be quite a variation in the depth 
of print on the signature of Abraham Linooln on the Xerox in comparison to 
the other writings on the document. Here again, the original document can 
confirm whether this is true on just a poor Xerox copy. 


From all the other copies of correspondence you sent in writtén to Mr. 
Arnold pertaining to the recommendation of Peter Page for the job, the appoint- 
ment of Peter Page to this job and the certification of Page's oath to the 
office, doubtlessiy authenticates the document itself. 


For your own personal comparison, I am enclosing two prints of appointments, 
each of which carry the autographed signature of Abraham Lincoln. 


Enclosed also are two Xerox copies of references made to Peter Page in 
The the Collected Works 68 Abraham Lineeln: The Abraham Lincoln Association, 
Springfield, T1li Illinois IV (Rutgers University Press: New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, 1953, p. 177) by Roy P. Basler, Editor and The Collected Works Of 
Abraham Lincoln: Supplement 1832-1665. (Greenwood Press: Westport, Connecticut, 
1974, p. 190) by Roy P. Basler, Editor. I thought you might find these of 
particular ‘interest. Please note sur stamping on the Xerox copies as these 
references are restricted and not in public domain. They are used@ble only 
for private: study, scholarkhip and research. 
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Our special thanks to you for all the Xerox copies you sent us on the 
correspondence pertaining to the recommendations submitted to Mr. Arnold 
in Peter Page's behalf relating to the appointment, the actual appointment, 
the filing of the appointment and the Roll of the National Republican 
Convention om May 16, 1860, in Chicago. We can use this data to update our 
Lincolniana files on Lincoln documents, Peter Page and the 1860 National 
Republican Convention. 


If we can be of any further service to you, please feel free to contact 


Us. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Mrs.) Mary Jane Hubler 
Assistant to Dr. Neely, Jr. 
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